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POORE, BENJAMIN PERLEY (Nov. 2,
i820-May 29, 1887), newspaper correspondent,
editor, and author, son of Benjamin and Mary
Perley (Dodge) Poore, was born at "Indian Hill
Farm" near Newburyport, Mass., an estate
which had belonged to the Poore family since the
seventeenth century. He was a descendant of
Samuel Poore who was living in Newbury,
Mass., in 1652. Benjamin Poore the elder was
a man of some means, who traveled considerably,
and was drowned while returning from Hong
Kong in 1853. At the age of seven young Ben-
jamin was taken to Washington, D. C, his
mother's birthplace, where he was destined to
spend the greater part of his life. Four years
later, he accompanied his parents to Europe. On
their return he was sent to Dummer Academy,
South Byfield, Mass., to prepare for West Point,
but chafing under the strict discipline in force
there, he ran away and apprenticed himself to a
printer in Worcester, Mass. Having learned his
trade, he became the editor of the Southern Whig
in Athens, Ga., a position made for him, a youth
still in his teens, by the generosity of his father,
who had bought the paper for him.

After two years in this position, Poore became
attache of the American legation in Belgium
(1841). Three years later he went to Paris as
agent for the Massachusetts legislature to secure
copies of documents in French archives relating
to American history. The product of his labors
was ten large volumes of papers and maps, which
were deposited in the State House in Boston and
afterward published under the title Collection de
manuscrits contcnant lettres, memoires et autres
documents historiques relatifs d, la Nouvelle-
France (4 vols., Quebec, 1883-85). During the
seven years which he spent abroad he traveled
extensively through Asia Minor and Egypt as
well as through Europe. He also contributed
regularly to the Boston Atlas. On his return in
1848 he became editor of the Boston DoAly Bee
and later of the American Sentinel, Philadelphia.

With such wide experience crowded into his
early years, Poore began his distinctive career in
1854, when he became the Washington corre-
spondent of the Boston Journal and other papers.
For more than three decades he was the well-
known columnist, "Perley." As one of the pio-
neers in this important type of journalistic serv-
ice he made a record which in length of time has
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probably not been surpassed. At the beginning
of the Civil War he was commissioned major of
the 6th Massachusetts Regiment and served for
a few months under Gen. Benjamin F. Butler in
Maryland. In December 1861, however, he came
back to his duties in Washington. Subsequently
these included the editing of the Journal of Agri-
culture (1857-62) for the United States Society
of Agriculture, of which he was secretary, and
the official editing of the Congressional Directory,
the first issue of which prepared by him and
copyrighted appeared in 1869. He also served
as clerk of the Senate committee on printing pub-
lic records and was responsible for the compila-
tion of lists of public documents, notable among
which are A Descriptive Catalogue of the Gov-
ernment Publications of the United States, Sep-
tember 5,1774-March 4,1881 (1885), The Fed-
eral and State Constitutionst Colonial Charters,
and Other Organic Laws of the United States
(2 vols., 1877), and The Political Register and
Congressional Directory .. . 1776-1878 (1878).

In his generation Poore was one of the most
popular persons in Washington. His buoyant
spirits and unfailing fund of stories made him
welcome everywhere. In appearance he was of
the heavy, rugged Scotch type, with large head,
long gray hair, and full scraggly gray beard.
Some of his more picturesque characteristics are
revealed in his public declaration that he would
wheel a barrel of apples from Newburyport to
Boston if Fillmore failed to carry Massachusetts
in the Presidential election of 1856, a promise
which he actually fulfilled in a two-day journey,
trundling his apples to the State House amid
cheering crowds who lined the streets. Although
living at the capital while Congress was in ses-
sion, he spent considerable time in developing his
ancestral home at Newburyport. Here he built
up a notably varied collection of rare books, auto-
graphs, colonial furniture, Indian relics, and me-
mentoes of the Revolution and the Civil War.
His wife was Virginia Dodge of Washington,
whom he married on June 12,1849.

In the midst of his varied undertakings, he
found time to write a number of books, the title
pages bearing the name "Ben: Perley Poore."
They include The Rise and Fall of Louis Philippe
(1848); Life of Gen. Zachary Taylor (1848);
The Early Life and First Campaigns of Napoleon
Bonaparte (1851) ; The Life and Public Services
of John Sherman (1880) ; The Life and Public
Services of Ambrose E. Bwrnside, Soldier-Citi-
zen-Statesman (1882); Life of U. S. Grcmk
(1885) with 0. H. Tiffany; Sketches of the Life
and Public Services of Frederick Smyth, of New
Hampshire (1885) ; and Perley*s Reminiscences
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